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ERS฀CONCLUDED฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀THREE฀
PRACTICES฀WERE฀NECESSARY฀TO฀SUCCESSFULLY฀
CLEAN฀CLOTH฀PREP฀TOWELS�฀0ERFORMING฀TWO฀
OF฀THE฀THREE฀WOULD฀ADD฀AN฀EXTRA฀MARGIN฀OF฀
SAFETY฀TO฀INSURE฀SANITIZED฀TOWELS
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฀(OT฀AIR฀DRYING
฀ ฀ �
฀(OT฀WATER฀WASHING฀
฀ ฀ �
฀"LEACH฀

����฀FIELD฀EXPERIENCE฀SHOWS฀INITIAL฀TOWEL฀SAMPLES฀
CONSISTENTLY฀CULTURE฀BACTERIAL฀GROWTH฀�BOTH฀COLIFORMS฀
AND฀ENVIRONMENTAL฀3TAPH฀AND฀STREPS	�฀฀7AS฀THE฀
7ASHINGTON฀3TATE฀RESEARCH฀WRONG�฀OR฀HAVE฀THINGS฀
CHANGED฀IN฀TOWEL฀LAUNDERING฀PRACTICES฀SINCE฀�����

4HE฀GREATEST฀CHALLENGE฀TO฀LAUNDERING฀UDDER฀CLOTHS฀IS฀THE฀HUGE฀
AMOUNT฀OF฀ORGANIC฀MATERIAL฀TYPICALLY฀ON฀EACH฀TOWEL�฀฀4HIS฀ORGANIC฀
LOAD฀MUST฀NOT฀ONLY฀BE฀LOOSENED฀AND฀REMOVED฀FROM฀THE฀FABRIC฀
MATRIX฀ITSELF�฀IT฀MUST฀BE฀RINSED฀OUT฀OF฀THE฀MACHINE฀COMPLETELY฀
WITHOUT฀RE
CONTAMINATING฀THE฀CLEAN฀TOWELS�฀

#ONSIDER฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀LAUNDERING฀PRACTICES฀TO฀ASSIST฀WITH฀CLEANING�฀
SANITIZING฀UDDER฀PREP฀TOWELS�฀

��฀฀4YPE฀OF฀EQUIPMENT฀USED�
4OP
LOADING฀WASHING฀MACHINES฀ARE฀LESS฀EXPENSIVE฀INITIALLY�฀BUT฀DO฀
NOT฀HANDLE฀HEAVY฀LOADS฀OF฀ORGANIC฀MATERIAL�฀4HEREFORE�฀DO฀NOT฀CLEAN฀
AND฀RINSE฀AS฀EFFECTIVELY฀AS฀FRONT฀LOADING฀MACHINES�฀

��฀฀/VERLOADING฀MACHINES�
#LOTHS฀GET฀CLEANED฀BY฀MOVING฀AND฀RUBBING฀AGAINST฀EACH฀OTHER฀
DURING฀THE฀WASH฀CYCLE�฀#LOTHS฀PACKED฀TIGHT฀DO฀NOT฀MOVE�฀AND฀ARE฀
THEREFORE฀NOT฀CLEANED�฀฀4HIS฀ALSO฀PREVENTS฀AN฀EFFECTIVE฀RINSE฀CYCLE฀TO฀
REMOVE฀BACTERIA฀LAIDENED฀ORGANIC฀MATERIAL�

��฀฀.OT฀DRYING�
-ONEY฀IS฀SAVED฀FROM฀NO฀DRYING฀COSTS฀AND฀THE฀NEED฀FOR฀FEWER฀TOWELS฀
�TOWELS฀ARE฀NOT฀TIED฀UP฀IN฀A฀DRYER	�฀฀"ACTERIA฀�COLONY฀FORMING฀UNITS฀
�CFU�S		฀COUNTS฀ARE฀HIGHER฀ON฀WET฀TOWELS฀THAN฀DRY฀TOWELS�

&IGURE฀�฀SHOWS฀�฀FARMS฀TOWEL฀CLEANING฀PRACTICES฀AND฀BACTERIA฀
GROWTH฀RESULTS�฀฀&ARM฀!฀USED฀A฀COMMERCIAL฀WASHER�฀NOT฀TOWEL฀
DRYING�฀NO฀BLEACH�฀SANITIZING฀DETERGENT�฀AND฀AVERAGE฀LOAD฀SIZES�฀฀
&ARM฀"฀USED฀A฀COMMERCIAL฀WASHER�฀TOWEL฀DRYING฀REGULAR฀DETERGENT�฀
BUT฀HAD฀SEVERE฀OVERLOADING�

$RYING฀IS฀AN฀EXCELLENT฀WAY฀TO฀KILL฀BACTERIA�฀฀0OOR฀WASHING฀PRACTICES฀
LEAVES฀HEAVY฀ORGANIC฀MATERIAL�BACTERIAL฀LOAD฀ON฀THE฀TOWELS฀AND฀
DRYING฀CANNOT฀COMPLETE฀THE฀SANITIZATION฀PROCESS�฀

3OME฀MILKERS฀LIKE฀WET฀TOWELS฀BECAUSE฀THEY฀WIPE฀hCLEANERv฀AND฀ARE฀EASIER฀
TO฀HOLD�฀฀4YPICALLY฀MILKERS฀STRUGGLE฀TO฀CLEAN฀TEATS฀WITH฀A฀PRE
DIP฀THAT฀

HAS฀BEEN฀ON฀TOO฀LONG฀AND฀DRIED�฀฀!฀PRE
DIP฀WITH฀A฀FAST฀KILL฀TIME฀WILL฀STILL฀
BE฀MOIST฀WHEN฀WIPED฀OFF�฀฀4O฀QUOTE฀$R฀!NDY฀*OHNSON฀�฀h)F฀OUR฀GOAL฀IS฀
TO฀ATTACH฀MILKERS฀TO฀TEATS฀THAT฀ARE฀CLEAN�฀$29�฀AND฀WELL฀STIMULATED�฀HOW฀
CAN฀WE฀PRODUCE฀DRY฀TEATS฀WITH฀A฀WET฀TOWELv�฀฀%NOUGH฀SAID�

��฀7ASH฀WATER฀TEMPERATURE�
-ANY฀DAIRIES฀STRUGGLE฀TO฀HAVE฀hHOTv฀WATER฀FOR฀#)0฀฀CLEANING�฀LET฀
ALONE฀FOR฀MULTIPLE฀LAUNDRY฀LOADS�฀฀4OWELS฀ARE฀NOT฀CONSISTENTLY฀
WASHED฀IN฀WATER฀����฀DEGREES�฀฀#OMBINED฀WITH฀OVERLOADING�฀THIS฀
PROBLEM฀CREATES฀A฀VERY฀hDRYv฀MASS฀OF฀TOWELS฀DUE฀TO฀A฀LACK฀OF฀WATER฀
FOR฀THE฀SIZE฀OF฀THE฀LOAD฀FURTHER฀REDUCING฀WATER฀TEMPERATURE�

��฀฀4RANSPORT฀BASKETS�
"ASKETS฀MUST฀BE฀KEPT฀CLEAN฀INSIDE฀AND฀OUT�฀฀4HE฀PARLOR฀STORAGE฀AND฀
HANDLING฀SYSTEM฀REPRESENTS฀A฀HIGH฀RISK฀FOR฀MANURE฀CONTAMINATION฀
OF฀CLEAN฀TOWELS�฀฀!PRONS฀OR฀hKANGAROO฀POUCHESv฀ARE฀EXCELLENT฀AT฀
INCREASING฀PARLOR฀EFlCIENCY�฀BUT฀MUST฀BE฀KEPT฀CLEAN�฀#LOSED฀TOPPED฀
TRANSPORT฀BASKETS฀PREVENT฀MANURE฀FROM฀SPLATTERING฀ONTO฀CLEAN฀
TOWELS�฀$O฀YOU฀KNOW฀WHERE฀YOUR฀CLEAN฀TOWELS฀ARE฀RIGHT฀NOW�

��฀฀-ICRO
&IBER฀TOWELS�
4HESE฀NEW฀TOWELS฀HAVE฀SOME฀ADVANTAGES฀IN฀DRYING฀SPEED฀AND฀LIFE฀
EXPECTANCY�฀BUT฀IT฀IS฀MORE฀IMPORTANT฀NOT฀TO฀OVER
lLL฀MACHINES฀WITH฀THIS฀
TYPE฀OF฀TOWEL�฀฀)F฀COMPRESSED฀IN฀A฀MACHINE�฀IT฀IS฀DIFlCULT฀TO฀SANITIZE�

��฀฀"LEACH฀OR฀3ANITIZING฀$ETERGENT�
4OO฀MUCH฀ORGANIC฀MATERIAL฀CAN฀INTERFERE฀AND฀THE฀BLEACH฀AND฀
DETERGENT฀hlGHTv฀WITH฀EACH฀OTHER฀CHEMICALLY�฀฀"LEACH฀DURING฀THE฀
RINSE฀CYCLE฀IS฀VERY฀EFFECTIVE�฀BUT฀NOT฀PRACTICAL�฀฀
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0ART฀�฀OF฀THE฀TOWEL฀SANITATION฀QUESTION฀WILL฀BE฀CONTINUED฀฀IN฀THE฀
3PRING฀����฀"REEDERS฀*OURNAL�฀

!LL฀THREE฀TOWELS฀CULTURED฀A฀HEAVY฀GROWTH฀OF฀BOTH฀'RAM฀0OSITIVE฀AND฀'RAM฀.EGATIVE฀BACTERIA
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